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The Preſence of Cur1sT with has 
Cnurcn in every Age and Period 
of it, explained and improved, 
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MATTHEW xxviii. 20. 


———nd lo, I am with you always, even 
n unto the end of the World, © 


\ N Frans our Lord Jeſus appeared as the 
promiſed Meſſiah, he aſſumed a very 
*. . exalted character, and ſpoke of a pe- 
culiar dignity aud glory, which he enjoyed 
with the Father, before the world was, and 
which he was again to enjoy, after his aſcen- 
fion to the right hand of God-------In confir- 
mation of this high claim, and in evidence of 
his miſſion from heaven, he appealed to the an- 
tient prophecies, and to the miracles which he 
himſelf wrought by a divine power. 
- Waen therefore he had fulfilled his miniſtry, 
and eſtabliſhed the principles and ſcheme of his 
religion, he, according to the counſel of God, 
delivered himſelf up to death, that he might en- 
ter on the adminiſtration of his mediatorial king- 
dom. For it is every where laid down as a 
part of the ſcheme of providence, that Chriſt 
was to ſuffer, before he entered into his glory, 
and that, in conſequence of his ſufferings, he 
was exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, 


5 Luke XXIv. Act. v. 31. 
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As the proſpect of his ſufferings and death, 
and of his departure out of the world, had filled 
the diſciples with the deepeſt diſtreſs, he endea- 
voured to ſupport and ſtrengthen their minds 
with every conſolation, that was fitted to alle- 
viate that diſtreſs, and to ſupply them with for- 
titude, and ſteadineſs, and elevation of mind, 
ſufficient to carry them through the difficult ſer- 
vice to which they were called. And none of 
the leaſt of theſe conſiderations, was the pro- 
miſe of his continued protection, and his imme- 
diate preſence with them at all times, and with 
thoſe that, by their miniſtry, ſhould believe in 

his name, even unto the end of the world. 
THrrs is a ſubject, in which all the members 
of the Church of Chriſt are peculiarly and inti- 
mately concerned : it has a natural tendency to 
open and enlarge the mind with the moſt ho- 
nourable views of chriſtianity ; to give us the 
moſt noble and exalted idea of the mediatorial 
kingdom of the Lord Jeſus; to ſhew us our in- 
tereſt in the favour and protection of heaven, and 
thereby to fill the heart with joy and conſolation. 
I MUST therefore beſpeak your. indulgence, 
whilſt I endeavour to ſhew in the beſt manner [ 
can, what we are to underſtand by this preſence 
- of Chriſt with his church; what is the nature 
and extent of it with regard to his immediate 
diſciples, and alſo with regard to his followers 
in after ages; and make ſuch reflections as the 
ſubject will ſuggeſt to us, ſuitable to the deſign 

of our preſent meeting. * 

I. In the fir ſt place, then, the effects of this 
MN promiſe, 


L131 
promiſe, with regard to the Apoſtles, were ſtrik- 
ing and illuſtrious, and deſerving of our particu- 
lar attention. But to enter into this part of the 
ſubject, let it be obſerved, that no one can well 
ſuppoſe a religion in circumſtances of greater 
diſadvantage, and upon all human accounts, more 
unlikely to ſuſtain itſelf, than the chriſtian reli- 
gion was, at the period we are now conſidering. 
TRE office, to which the Apoſtles were ap- 
pointed, was ſingular and uncommon : the un- 
dertaking was great and noble, indeed; bus it 
was arduous, of difficult enterpriſe, and full of 
danger. Theſe men would ſeem to be of a 
character b b means the fitteſt to engage in 
ſuch a deten. They do not appear to have 
had any degree of fortitude and magnanimity, 
ſuperior to other men: they do not appear to 
have had a degree of fortitude and magnanimity, 
equal to many other men: on the contrary, it 
would ſeem, they were the reverſe of enterpriſ- 
ing; they were timid, they were irreſolute, they 
. were puſillanimous. 3 
TnEIR divine Maſter had ſupported them by 
his power, while preſent with them; he had 
endeavoured to fortify them againſt his depar- 
ture, by diſcourſes full of a compoſed ene | 
and greatneſs, but at the ſame time full of friend- - 
ſhip, full of humanity, and breathing the moſt is 
affectionate concern for their future happineſs of 
and welfare, and particularly for their ſucceſs wy 
in the grand deſign of propagating his religion, 
and SS the world. To this purpoſe he 
promiſes them every neceſlary ſupport ; aſſures 


them il 
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them of the protection of the Father; of the im- 
mediate influence of the Holy Spirit, and de- 
clares that it is expedient even for them, that he 
ſhould go away: For if I do not go away, faith 
he, the Comforter will not come; but if I go, I 
ill ſend him. And the immediate conſequence 
of his coming was to be the enlightening of 
their minds with the knowledge of divine truth, 
and enduing them with the ſpirit of prophecy. 
John xvi. 7---13. | 
Bur it would ſeem they underſtood none of 
theſe things. However great and noble theſe 
romiſes were; how proper ſoever to inſpire 
Fedde and reſolution 3 yet they had little ef- 
fect to remove their fears, much {eſs to eſtabliſh 
their minds. For on the firſt appearance of 
danger, though not to themſelves, but to their 
Lord, they were ſtrack with an unmanly ter- 
ror; they all forſook him and fled. fy 
TREIR thoughts appear to have been turned 
quite another way ; they were big with ex- 
tations of worldly grandeur and glory. Chriſt. 
"a conſidered as their Prince, who was to be 
a mighty conqueror, who was to reſtore the 
kingdom to Iſrael, to fubdue their enemies and 
to extend his dominion wide over the nations 
of the earth. They flattered themſelves, that 
they ſhould partake of this glory, and were al- 
ready aſpiring at the places of higheſt pre-emi- 
nence. and dignity in his kingdom. To men 
filled with ſuch pleaſing dreams of worldly great- 
nels and ſplendor, only imagine what it muſt 
have been to fall from their hopes all at once, 
Y and 


1 
and to ſee their flattering proſpect come to no- 
thing in a moment; nay more, to ſee their Maſ- 
ter, in whom they ſo much confided, whom 
they conſidered as their deliverer and triumphant 
king, to ſee him hurried away from them, treat- 
ed with a ſtudied indignity and ſcorn, and ad- 
judged to an ignominious death ! | 

HERE was a ſituation peculiarly diſtreſſing. 
How full of diſappointment and perplexity, and 
if we reſt our views here, how void of all com- 
fort and hope 

In this fate of dejection, and deſpondency 
they continued even after the reſurrection of Je- 
ſus: this amazing exertion of divine power had 
not been able to remove it. Therefore our 
Lord again repeats before his 7 the aſ- 
ſurances of a divine protection: And to con- 
vince them of the peculiar intereſt they had in 
the adminiſtration of providence, he tells them, 
that he, their Lord, was to be their guardian 
and protector; that all power was given to him 
in heaven and in earth; that in a ſhort time, 
they ſhould have the moſt ſatisfying evidence of 
his being exalted to this ſtate of dignity and 
glory, and that he would ever be preſent with 
them by his divine power. He commands them 
to go forth in the ſtrength of this power, to 
inſtruct the nations of the world in the know- 
ledge of the true God, and of his Chriſt. They 
did go forth in the ſtrength of this power, no 
longer timid, and irreſolute; but bold, deter- 
mined, adventurous, and undiſmayed by the 
various dangers they every where encountered. 
125 : A con- 
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A cou Nx of plain and illiterate men, went 
forth on this great deſign, weak and unarmed, 
_ unaſſiſted by any worldly intereſt, having no 
ſecular power to give them countenance or au- 
thority. This was the caſe not of the Apoſtles 
only : for the preachers of chriſtianity laboured 
5 theſe diſadvantages for ſeveral ages. Not- 
withſtanding ſuch diſadvantages, theſe men ſo 
ſeemingly weak and contemptible did by the 
power of God, gain numbers every day to their 
religion, and in a ſhort time drew the world af- 
ter them. tg 3 
Lr us then no longer wonder at this amaz- 
ing ſucceſs: let us not wonder, that the Apoſtles 
of Chriſt roſe ſuperior to every difficulty; that 
they triumphed over every oppoſition, whether 
from the power and influence of government, 
from the wit and learning of the philoſophers, 
or from, what was ſtil] more to be dreaded, the 
zeal and bigotry of the eſtabliſhed ſuperſtitions. 
For Chriſt did by his preſence, by demonſtra- 
tion of the ſpirit and of power, and by many 
illuſtrious miracles wrought in his name and by 
his authority, lay the foundations of a church, 
that was to endure throughout all ages. 
WHAT other account can be given of this a- 
mazing ſucceſs but that it was of God, and there- 
fore could not be overthrown ; ©* that God had 
choſen the weak things of this world to con- 
found the things which are mighty, that our 
faith ſhould not ſtand in the wiſdom of men, 
but in the power of God.“ 1 Cor. i. 2 
WHAT is much to my purpoſe to _— 
| at 
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that men were not only brought to the profeſſion 
of the goſpel, but this doctrine had a ſuitable 
efficacy on their lives and manners: Upon the 
change of their religion followed alſo a . * 
of character. They, that took upon them = 
profeſſion of the croſs, did not walk as the 
Gentiles in the vanity of their minds, but were 
obedient in word and deed, and were renewed 
in righteouſneſs after the image of God. This 
alſo was the promiſe of Chriſt to his church; 
if any man will keep my words, my Father will 
love him; and we. will come, 405 make our a- 
bode with him. John xiv. 23. 
_ _ AFTER the Apoſtolick age, the miraculous 
interpoſition ceaſed, The church of Chriſt 
was no longer to be governed by any viſible in- 
terpoſition'of heaven, nor by any vilible repre- 
ſentative on earth: Nor was it to be governed 
.by any authority veſted in men to make new 
laws or to alter thoſe laid down by Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles. ... 
Fon, II. Having eſtabliſhed his religion by. 
a train of illuſtrious miracles; his care and at- 
tention in the preſervation of it, was no leſs 
n according to his promiſe. 
HERE we may obſerve as the firſt and 
888 care for Ki erving chriſtianity in its na- 
tive purity, that its divine author had his doctrines 
committed to writing by his Apoſtles under the 
immediate guidance of the ſpirit of truth, and 
that he hath preſerved theſe ſacred records, as 
the rule and ſtandard of the chriſtian faith for 
ever. For without the ſcriptures of truth, how 
| B - """"* ickly 
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quickly would the knowledge of chriſtianity 
have been loſt : or at leaſt, its doctrines corrupt- 
ed by the uncertainty of a vain tradition 

2. ALONG with this, there were allo ap- 
pointed paſtors and teachers, for the perfecting 
of the Saints, for the work of che miniſtry, for 
the edifying of the body of Chriſt; not to be 
lords over the conſciences of their brethren, but 
to be helpers of their joy. And. 


verſal family of Chriſt was to be the law of 
-kindneſs, and love, and mutual forbearance. 
This was to be their diſtinguiſhing principle. 
They were to be joined together in-affetion 
and harmony of mind, in the unity of the ſpirit 
and bond of peace. e A 
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- ''Uron this footing was chriſtianity now left 
to make its way by its own native excellence. 
It was to prevail and flouriſnb by the power of 
its intrinfic evidence and worth, and by its in- 
tereſt in the protection of the great Sovereign 


"of rhe Univerſe. 1178 


Fox though the miraculous powers were no 
longer continued in the church, yet the ſuhjects 
of it enjoyed ſingular advantages, whereby they 
were fully convinced of its divine original. They 
had before them the effects of the extraordina 
interpoſition of heaven in the ſucceſs of the — 
pel in the immediately preceding age; the teſti- 
mony of numberleſs proſelytes given to a reli- 
gion founded on the authority of the Apoſtles 
and Prophets, and built on the ruias of all the 
religious pꝑrofeſſions that had ever been . 

| liſhe 
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liſhed in the world; the fortitude of its profeſ+. 
ſors in ſuffering death for the truth of this teſti- 
mony, expreſſing their faith in the miraculous 
interpoſition of heaven, as the foundation on 
which this religion was built and gained credit 
TT. Eo: 

_ To ſupport and animate them ſtill more, the 
had not only the promiſes of the goſpel, the 
aſſiſtance of the. holy ſpirit of God, but they 
were inſtructed in the nature of providence. 
The mediatorial kingdom of Chriſt was as it 
were, diſcloſed, and ſo much of it laid open to 
their view, as muſt have filled their hearts with 
the warmeſt and moſt affectionate gratitude. 
They were taught to entertain very enlarged 
and exalted; notions of the government of God; 
that Chriſt was, gone into heaven and ſeated on 
the right hand of God, angels and authorities 
and powers being made ſubject unto him; that 
becauſe of his obedience unto death, God had 
highly exalted him, and given him a name above 
every name; chat all power in heaven and in 
earth was committed to him for the protection 
and ſafety of his church; that this power ſhould 
continue until all his enemies be put under his 
feet, and that, inveſted as he was with this 
greatneſs of power, he will be preſent with his 
followers in a certain peculiar and intimate man- 
ner at all imes. . 

To raiſe our minds to ſtill more exalted con- 
ceptions of thoſe ſcenes of providence in Which 
we are ſo deeply intereſted, the Angels of God, 
thoſe bleſſed ſpirits that always ſurround his 

| "OY 032 „ 
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throne, are repreſented as miniſtring ſpirits ſent 
forth to miniſter to thoſe that are heirs of ſalva- 
tion: They are repreſented as employed by the 
Lord Jeſus for the protection of his followers, 
and their zeal in executing their office is ſtrongly 
expreſſed by ſaying * there is joy in the preſence 
of the Angels of God over one ſinner that re- 
penteth. Here is a view of the adminiſtration 


= 
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of the mediatorial kingdom of Chriſt worthy of 

the divine author of it, worthy of the maſeſt 
of heaven, and fitted to inſpire the mind = 4 
the nobleſt ſentiments of Gad andhis providence, 
TR ESE ſublime truths of religion, and theſe 
exceedingly great and precious promiſes, were 
the perpetual and ſtanding att of the church 
of Chriſt, They are fingular and extraordi- 
nary ; not deſigned however as miracles to work 

by a fort of overbearlng influence, exceeding] 
uſeful at the beginning indeed, but not necel- 
fary to be always continued, as miracles are not 
a flen to thoſe that believe, but to thoſe that be- 
lieve not. But thoſe illuſtriqus promiſes, co- 
operating with the evidences of a divine power, 
were intended to work on the mind by way of 
rational conviction and moral influence; that as 
faith is every where in the new Teſtament men- 
tioned with praiſe, ſo in every ſucceeding age 
the inquirers into the foundations of ourreligion, 
might have room, left for the exerciſe of their 
virtue, their love of truth and ſimplicity of heart, 
and an opportunity of ſhewing a becoming at- 
tention to the great concernments of religion and 
righteouſneſs, that our religion might be the 
OR" TE fruit 
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fruit of our own induſtry and perſonal perſuaſi- 
on, in conſequence of the evidence of its divine 
truth. bs 2 
Lau well aware that in treating the ſubject 
of Chriſt's government of his church, it may be 
expected that ſome notice ſhould be taken of a 
certain Order of men, who have ſet themſelves 
forward as the governors of it, and arrogate a 
very high authority, as if they were inveſted 
with a delegated power to make new laws ac- 
cording to circumſtances and exigencies, with re- 
gard to which Chriſt and his Apoltles are en- 
tirely ſilent, and that in this view, they are ſome- 
how ſucceſſors of the Apoſtles ; that when they 
think proper to meet in their councils and ſynods, 
the ſpirit of truth ſhall guide them into all truth, 
that thus by their weak and vain deciſions the 
purity of our divine religion is to be guarded. 
Thus after ally qur faith muſt ſtand in the wiſ- 
dom of men, and not in the power of God! 
Bor as I can find no fort of foundation for 
any ſuch power in the new Teſtament, but quite 
the contrary ; ſo we ſhall alſo find in fact, that 
from the time this order began to claim ſuch 
th no ſer of men required more to be them- 
ſelves governed than thoſe who aſſumed the ti- 
tle of goyernqurs of others, and that none have 
corrupted chriſtianity more than they have done. 
|  MinIsTEKRsS of the chriſtian church have in- 
deed a certain office aſſigned them, and a very 
facred and important one ; that of teaching and 
inſtructing the flocks committed to their care, en- 
ough to employ all their Kill and diligence, with- 
TY out 
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out lording it over God's heritage: **for however 
the Lords of the Gentiles may exerciſe domi- 
nion, yet it ſhall not be ſo among the followers 
of Chriſt ; in this view they are all brethren.” 
TRE preſence, of Chriſt therefore is rather 
to be expected by particular perſons, and the 
ſpirit of God ſuppoſed to dwell with them, in 
a more private and hidden manner. The king- 
dom of Chriſt cometh not with obſervation, 
is not attended with ſhew and ſplendor and 
outward authority, but it is within you; it 
reigns in the hearts of his ſervants enlightening 
their underſtandings, in their reſearches after 
the great truths of God and of religion, and 
forming their minds to the love of purity and 
righteouſneſs. For with thoſe who are purified 
from the tyranny of evil paſſion, who have the 
love of God and charity ruling. in their breaſt ; 
and who are enriched with the graces of the 
chriſtian character; with thofe, we can only 
ſuppoſe, that Chriſt will dwell. 
Bur when we conſider the excellence of the 
chriſtian inſtitution, the peculiar attention of pro- 
vidence to the eſtabliſhment of chriſtianity, in 
the teſtimony of prophecy, in the many and il- 
juſtrious miracles wrought in confirmation of it, 
and the continued protection of Heayen in its 
ſupport; how ſhall we account for it, that the 
effects produced in the world, ſeem not at all 
anſwerable to the expence of ſo much good- 
neſs and power, as tlie divine Being, with a 
liberal and bountiful hand, hath employed for 
the reformation and inſtruction of mankind? 
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T Is is a ſubject of much importance in our 
reſent inquiry, and if we can give any ſatis- 
Racty account of it, may afford matter of uſe- 

„„ 5 
HERE let it be acknowledged, that accord- 
ing to our views of things, it would ſeem that 
the effects produced are not anſwerable to that 
meaſure of goodneſs and wiſdom, uſed by pro- 
vidence for the reformation and happineſs of 
mankind. Though at the ſame time it muſt be 
alſo acknowledged, that in accounting for the 
ways of providence, our judgments muſt be at- 
tended with much uncertainty, and therefore 
ſhould be pronounced with great modeſty and 

( a 
Fon notwithſtanding the very general de- 
fection there may have been in the church, yet 
it is ſtill true, that with regard to many of the 
followers of Chriſt, his Religion hath produced 
the happieſt effects, by forming in them the ve- 
ry beſt characters of modeſty, humility, meek- 
neſs, contentment, and the love of God and of 
mankind ; though theſe effects on pious men, 
however conſiderable in themſelves, might be 
little obſerved by the world. Thoſe virtues, 
that are the greateſt ornaments, and conſtitute 
the dignity of the chriſtian character, flouriſh 
moſt in retirement and in the ſequeſtered vale of 
life : Sceries, which the hiſtorian is apt to paſs 
over, or ſeldom offers to view, or elle preſents 
them in a falſe light. The preſence of Chriſt 
is moſt diſcernible in the ſilent workings of di- 
vine truth on the heart, which adorn the cha- 
| racter 
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racter with decency and worth, but have no- 
thing to do with what is ſometimes called the 
ſplendor of religion, with pageantry and ſhe w, 
or with the oſtentation of a vain philoſophy. 
Bor even with regard to the outward good 
effects of chriſtianity on the world, not to men- 
rion, what has been often taken notice of, how 
much it tended to improve the manners and 
cuſtoms of men, and to introduce a higher de- 
gree of humanity and refinement; it may be 
obſerved, that the preſence of Chriſt with his 
Church was conſpicuous for ſeveral ages after its 
firſt eſtabliſhment. For chriſtianity, ' notwith- 
ſtanding the defection of ſome members of the 
Church, maintained its reputation during that 
period, and with much purity, . in direct oppo- 
ſition to the civil power, in contradiction to opi- 
nions generally received, in defiance of the 
reigning ſuperſtition, and the zeal of all the re- 
ligious profeſſions then eſtabliſhed in the world; 
and that, not in a dark age, not amongſt an ig- 
norant people, but in the moſt enlightened ages, 
and amidſt the moſt learned and poliſhed nations 
of the earth. This was effected by the inyin- 
cible fortitude and integrity of the followers of 
Jeſus, who amidſt perſecution and every ſuffer- 
ing, maintained their allegiance to Chrill, in an 
humble dependence on divine providence, and 
animated by the truths of the Goſpel. . 
BuT whatever account may be given of the 
degeneracy of the Chriſtian Church, it can be 
no objection againſt the mediatorial government 
of Chriſt, againſt his interpoſition to maintain 
IR the 
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the purity of the Chriſtian Faith, his earneſt 
concern for the profperity of his Church, or the 
moſt affectionate deſire of its happineſs. Be- 
cauſe this apoſtacy was foreſeen, and foretold 
by Chriſt himſelf, and by his Apoſtles, and 
alſs by ſome of the antient prophets; and the 
cauſe clearly pointed out as proceeding from 
the corruption of the hearts of men, they hay» 
ing. loved darkneſs rather than light, becauſe 
their deeds were evils The end was the trial 
of their faith and patience, that they that are 
approved may be made manifeſt + For many ſhall 
be purified; and tried + but the wicked ſhall do 
wickedly : and none of the wicked ſhall under- 
fand, bat the wiſe ſhall underſtand, How is 
Chriſt repreſerited as mourning over the infide- 
lity of theſe that heard him, and expreſſing the 
deepeſt concern for their hardneſs of heart? 
And the prophets in the Old Teſtament intro- 
duce the ln preme Being lamenting over his peo- 
ple and condeſcending in the kindeſt manner to 
expoſtulate with them for their incorrigible folly 
and degeneracy. | n 
Toben the chriſtian inſtitution exhibits a 
_—_— religion both ſublime and rational, and 

tted to produce the happieſt effects on man- 
kind ; yet to produce theſe effects, the ſeeds of 


- 
: 


truth muſt be ſown in a proper ſoil, muſt meet 


with: ſuitable diſpoſitions of mind, and be re- 


ceived in the love of it; otherwiſe it will be per- 
verted and abuſed to every evil purpoſe. Indeed 


it is exceeditigly ſtrange io conſider how fo on b 
men fell off from the truth and ſimplicity of the 
ed I nt C Goſpel, 
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Goſpel, and how ſoon an immoderate zeal for 
external rites and ſpeculative opinions became 
the ruling paſſion of the church. The begin- 
nings of this corruption appeared very early: 
ſomething of it was ſeen even in the days of 
the. Apoſtles ; men aiming at pre-eminence and 
power, ſetting themſelves at the head of ſects 
and parties, and their followers with ſtill greater 
and more unmeaning folly ranging themſelves 
under their ſeveral Leaders and contending with 
zcal and animoſity: I am of Paul, I am of 
Apollos, I am of Cephas ! 

Tris claim was not ſet up by the Apoſtles, 
but by factious men in oppoſition to their — 
rity; as in later ages we have ſeen the like o 
poſition to the Scriptures. But though t 
Apoſtles were inſpired and held the moſt diltin⸗ 
guiſhed rank in the Church of Chriſt, and if 
any could, they certainly might have aſſerted 
an authority over their chriſtian brethren; yet 
they not only diſclaimed this authority them- 
ſelves, but every where {poke againſt it with 
indignation, — repreſented it as the beginning 
of that antichriſtian power, which was to diſtract 
the Church and by a ſpiritual tyranny erect its 
throne on the ruins of chriſtianity. 

Tus the firſt corruptions in the chriſtian 
church proceeded from the: love of power and 
dominion and a publick leading: and this ſame 
ſpirit of domination hath continued rang e- 
very age of the church, and hath been a fertile 
ſource of vanity and ſpiritual pride, of ſtrife 
and variance and che bittereſt contention. 
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II. Tars VOLT + power, the empire of 


the Man of Sin fo particularly deſcribed in the 
New Teſtament, was not 15 founded on this 
ſpiritual Fans. but chiefly by the ſame means 
was raiſed to its height, ſupporting itſelf by I know 
not what claims of uninterrupted ſucceſſion, Or- 
ders, and indelible Character; Claims which 
have been moſt ungracefully adopted by cer- 
tain Proteſtant Churches, though they are words 
without meaning and underſtood by no body.“ 

Is it to be wondered, that with ſuch men, 
full of a vain, imaginary importance, Religion 
ſhould dwindle into an empty form; Hit ey 
ſhould defend it, ſuch as it is, by policy, b 
craft, by pious frauds, and what is the PEER 
diſprace not only of Reli ion, but of humanity, 
that they ſhould defend i by penal laws and 
by perſecution, whilſt in the mean time the 
divine form of * was entirely loſt and 
forgotten: 

WERE we to alſign no other cauſes of 5 
corruption of chriſtianity, this alone would be 


enough to account for it; but along with this 


ſeyeral other cauſes concurred, which we ſhall 
juſt mention, as it would be too tedious to pur- 
ſue them as their importance deſerves. 

1. SUCH was the introducing of the doctrines 
of philoſophy into the chriſtian ſyſtem, particu- 
larly the philoſophy of the /ater e by 


which the purity and ſimplicit fy of the truths of 


ured, whilſt men 


the Goſpel were gradually ob 


endeavoured to accommodate. the doctrine of 
C 2 - Chriſt 


* See Father Paul's hiſtory of the Council of Trent. 
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Chriſt to, the ſyſtems they had learned in the 
ſchools of the philoſophers, before they were 


. 


converted to the chriſtian faith.® 

2. Tk mixture of civil authority with Re- 
ligion, when the Roman Emperor became 
chriſtian ; whereby chriſtianity became a fort 
of ſtate policy and a branch of civil govern- 
ment, and a e was laid for the tempo- 
ral greatneſs and power and riches af nd 0 
gy, who from this period ſeem to haye forgot- 
ten they were miniſters of the Gaſpel and ta 
have conſidered themſelves rather as, officers of 
the ſtate, ſubſervient to the views of Govern- 
ment, and that places in the church were the 
road to wealth and civil preferment, and the 
ſure means of gratifying their ambition, their a- 
varices ar Lone need not wonder then 
that from the firſt eſtabliſhment of chriſtianity 
by civil government, it was no longer able to 
preſerve its purity, a 100k 770 
3 In proceſs of time, the admiſſion of great 
part of the heatheniſb Ritual into the eſtabliſhed 
or political chriſtianity, for the purpoſes of ſu- 
perſtition and by way of ornament, or as we 
ſpeak in our day, for decency and order, 
 THEsE 1 I can only mention; they will 


: 


afford matter of curious reflection to the learned 
and inquiſitive, - | | 


\. Uron theſe principles the corruption of 
chriſhanity advanced io a formidable height and 


De veris philoſophis dicit Tertullianus, philoſophos 
eſſe patriarchas hereiicorum, qui ecclefiz puritatem doc- 
trina ſua, commacularunt, . Examen Decret. Con. Trid. 
5. 255. 
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extended its influence wide over the weſtern 
world. Even in the uncertain ſtate of the Ro- 
man empire and during the irruptions of che bar- 
barous nations, circumſtances that ſeemed to 
threaten equally the deſtruction af the church 
and of the empire, the church continuecꝭ to ad- 
vance in temporal greatneſs and power, Amidſt 
all choſe conyulſions that oyerturned this mighty 
empire, an intereſted and fabtle clergy. abound- 
ed in expedients for aggrandizing the church; 
and not contented with aſſuming a dominion in 
the eceleſiaſtical ſyſtem, they dictated under the 
maſk of Religion in ſecular concerns, to kings 
and nations, exalting their power to the ſum- 
mit of antichriſtian tyranny, above every thing 

that i called G. 
Lx us pauſe here a little and reflect on this 
amazing corruption of the religion of Chriſt--- 
We lee 8 full of purity and ſimplicity, 
full of kindneſs and good- wil}, full of a peculiar 
exalted charity which is made its diſtinguiſhing 
character; we ſee a religion, the great end of 
which is to raiſe mankind io the higheſt per- 
lection in moral excellence, that they may be 
fitted for the ſociety af their kindred ſpirits in 
the heavenly world, thoſe Angels that 4 con- 
tinually behold the face of God; We ſee this 
divine religion turned into an engine of ſtate, 
proſtituted to the purpoſes of ambition, of ty- 
ranny, of ayarice, perverted to the lowglt {u- 
perſtition, and inſtead of exalting human na- 
ture, rendered the inſtrument of the utmoſt de- 
pravity both of heart and underſtanding, aste 
Ol 
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of filling the breaſt with kindneſs and love. diſ- 
tracting it with blind and furious zeal, full of 
ill-will, of rage, of malice, and of every hate- 
ful paſſion- So that human nature perhaps 
appears in no point of view to greater diſadvan- 
tage and in a more unfavourable light, than in 
the depravity and corruption of the moſt ami- 
able and excellent inſtitution, that mankind had 
ever been bleſſed with. We” Wh tha 

IT would ſeem that to bring mankind to a 
ſtate of perfection, particularly of religious per- 
fection, is not only a work of much difficulty, 
but if at all to be accompliſhed, requires alſo 
much time and patience and the moſt favourable 
opportunities of cdeger and improvement. 

PHILOSsO HV, with all its boaſted excellence, 
made a very ſmall progreſs among men. It 
would ſeem a difficult thing to bring mankind 
from a ſtate of infancy. They are immerſed in 
material things. They are impatient of thought, 
averſe to application, and it is long before they 
begin to reaſon and get beyond that ſtate of im- 
becillity, or ſort of infancy, which we account 
rude and barbarous. It is long before their 
manners are civilized: it is ſtill longer before 
their minds are enlightened with knowledge 
and with ſcience. N * 

THEIR improvement depends upon a variety 
ol concurring circumſtances of long continuance, 
working ſteadily and uniformly, and they are 
ready to fall back into their former ſtate of in- 
dolence, when this progreſs is ſtopped by any 


unfortunate event. 
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T beſt improvement of the human mind 
ſpreads ſlowly through the various nations of the 
earth, and a long period is requiſite to prepare 
men for thoſe higher advancements in moral and 
religious knowledge, which according to our 
notions, would ſeem natural and eaſy. 

TE Jewiſh inſtitution may be conſidered 
in this vie was of the higheſt utility, as a light 
ſhining in a dark place, whole — might 
imperceptibly extend through the neighbouring 
nations, in the way of tradition and myſtic 
ſtory®, helping to fix the attention, gradually 
opening the mind, and accuſtoming men to 
THINK. This, no doubt, is the moſt diffi- 
cult ſtep of all; for as ſoon as men have ac- 
quired this patience of thought, they ſoon un- 
told the hidden powers of the mind, turn their 
attention to ſubjects exalted and ſublime, and 
at length to enlarged views of God and of his 
providence. . MORT x 
Tux diſcovery of that which we call the law 
of nature, including in it a ſyſtem of duties to 
God and to ſociety, which now appears ſo ex- 
ceedingly eaſy, mult in the early periods of the 
world have been a prodigious effort of the hu- 
man mind. The carly ſages of antiquity gra- 
dually prepared the way, aimingat nathing more 
than ſome general maxims of prudence, uttered 
in detached ſentences. But it was not till after 
a ſucceſſion of ages that any thing was praduc- 
ed ſuitable ro that dignity, which to us ſeems 
congenial to the human mind, Na * | 
| T 


* Platon. Dial. paſſim. 
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Ar length ſome men uw of exalted ge» 
nius, who by a peculiar ſublimiity of thought 
and greatneſs of imagination, were able to charm 
their follow ers into the love of philoſophy, whoſe 
writiggs have been the delight and admiration 
of the learned in every ſucceeding age. | 
Bor ſtill theſe refinements in knowledge and 
ſeience were long confined to a ſmall part of the 
world, and very few in thoſe parts underſtood 
them. And from the difficulty of raiſing their 
minds to abſtract and ſpiritual ideas, from their 
inattention and proneneſs to ſuperſtition, thoſe 
vaſt improvements did not work out their full 
effects. Men either did not diſcern their im- 
portance, or were ready to fall: back again and 
{ink down into their former ignorance. 
FHN cx ariſes another obſer vation: God 
in his various diſpenſations to mankind ſeems, 
in tlie kindeſt condeſcenſion, to ſtoop to their 
weakneſs, to lead them by the hand, as it were, 
up to manhood. The views of religion in the 
Old Teſtament open to the patriarchs very gra- 
dually, The inſtitution of Moss appears al- 
together as refined, as the minds of the Iſraelites 
could bear. Their forty years journeying 
through the wilderneſs may be conſidered as 
a ſchool of diſcipline under the immediate pro- 
tection, and we may ſay, in the immediate pre- 
ſence of IEHOVARH: indeed it was no more than 
neceſſary, nay ſcarcely ſufficient, to wear out 
the impreſſions of Egyptian idolatry and ſuper- 
ſition, and to implant in the minds of the riſing 
generation ſome mare worthy and honourable 
* notions 


ä 
notions oſ the divine nature, of his government 
of the Wörld, and of a worſhip in ſome mea- 
ſure more pleaſing and acceptable to God. \ 

_ "PHiLOSOPHY may be mentioned as the next 
belt gift of providence to mankind. Philoſophy 
may be conſidered as the hand-maid of Revela- 
tion: for as far as its influence ſpread through 
the world, it rendered men attentive to ſcience 

and to the acquiſition of - wiſdom, and by the 
nobleneſs of its ſpeculations, opened and enlarg- 
ed the mind; and however confined we may 
ſuppoſe its effects to have been, it was one prin- 
cipal means, co-operating with other circum- - 
ſtances, for bringing on the tulneſs of time, 
which prepared the world for the revelation of 
FP Fern 

Tuls flow and gradual advancement of mo- 
ral and religious knowledge ; this extreme difh- 
culty of eilig from material to ſpiritual things, 
though it may not at all be conformable to our 
ſpeculative notions of the dignity of human na- 
ture, yet is exceedingly ſo to the hiſtory of 
77 FL, 

So that whatever force there may be in the 
objection taken from the abuſe and corruptions 
of chriſtianity, it would ſeem to hold with equal 
weight, if not with greater, againſt the abule of 
the light of nature. SCE I 

I wou LD not be underſtood to repreſent hu- 
man nature as mean, or low, or contempfible. 


Lettres Curieuſes & Ediftantes.* Voiage de Mr. de 
la Condamine, Ulloa, &c. 8 
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Exceedingly different is my opinion of chis moſt 
finiſhed of the works of God that come under 
our view. The human ſoul being created in 
the image of God, the ſeeds of greatneſs and of 
every virtue muſt be implanted in it: but from 
this view of the actual ſtate of the world, I would 
obſerve that how. honourable and diſtinguiſhed 
ſoever the rank of mankind may be in the ſcale 
of Being, yet they are placed in ſuch circum- 
ſtances as require conſtant culture and diſcipline, 
and that without the moſt careful and diligent 
attention to unfold, to cheriſh, and improve 
thoſe latent, congenial principles of the Soul, 
they cannot be advanced to that perfection, 
which the God of nature deſigned them for, 
and which is the ultimate end of all his works 
and ways. 1 ; 
Now though chriſtianity was, in a particular 
manner intended and fitted for this nobleſt pur- 
poſe, yet from the cauſes already aſſigned it 
junk into the deepeſt degeneracy and corrup- 
tion both in doctfine and worſhip. 
Howevex, then, the genius of chriſtianity 
might have tended to ſoften and improve the 
manners and cuſtoms of men, and to introduce 
a higher degree of humanity and refinement, 
vet the greateſt part of the chriſtian world, and 
eſpecially thoſe who aſſumed an uſurped au- 
thority, and power and dignity in the church, 
were ſunk into the groſſeſt ſuperſtition, 9 in- 
to a total ignorance of every thin gthat deſerves 
the name of Religion. 5 n 
$2 . t 9 


——W..0. 
Fo that in this apoſtacy of the chriſtian church 
ſhould we deſcend to a particular view of the 
various national Eſtabliſhments, the conduct of 
Councils both general and particular, the Synods 
and Convocations of Eccleſiaſtics, and conſider 
their contentions and ſtrife, and unhallowed di- 
viſions, and along with theſe ſhould we take 
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in the tyrahny and uſurpation of Rome, the 


blind ſubmiſſion of princes, and of every rank © 


and order of men to this eccleſiaſtical power; 
and the ſuperſtition, and bigotry, and profound 
darkneſs which overſpread the fe of the chriſ- 
tian world; it would ſeem that nothing leſs than 
the protection of Heaven could have preſerved 
chriſtianity from being utterly Joſt. Nothing but 
the immediate preſence of Chriſt could have 

reſerved ini their integrity thoſe few of his 
Pere U Had the reſolution to maintain the 
Tu hiſtory of the church gives us abundant 
evidence, that in every age there was ſuch. a 
providential care and protection employed about 


it as Chriſt himſelf hath ſignified by his pro- 
miſe, that the gates of Hell ſhould not prevail” 
againſt it. For as in the groſſeſt idolatry of the 
Jews there were ſtill found ſome, who main- 
tained their = rr to the true God, ang, did 
not bow the knee tq Baal ; in like manner 
Chriſt did not leave bimſelf without witnefles, 

that the paßt, of ihe chriſtian dofrine, might = 
be preſer. eg, however diſcountenanced by che 
21 L f chriſtianity or by the unfriendly or 
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Isa the unfriendly.profeſſars of chriſtianity; 
for theſe have ever been the greateſt corrupters 
of it. And no douht..it mult help greatly to 
eſtabliſh the mind in a ſteady. reliance gp. provi- 
dence and the interpoſition of Heaven for the 
ſecurity of the goſpel, that in the times of deep- 
eſt ignorance and corruptipn, ſome men of the 
beſt characters for purity of manners and for 
fach erudition as then prevailed; appeared ia 
the church, in France and Traly, in England 
and Germany, and in this kingdom, who bore a 
glorious teſtimony againſt the uſurpationand de- 
encracy of Rome., By this means the know- 
edge of chriſtianity was in ſome ſort kept alive, 
ws the foundation laid for reſcuing the Religion 
of Chriſt from darkneſs and reſtocing it io its na- 
tive beauty, ing, plalnnel, and ſimplicity. 
IV. AT length by the. diyine bleſſing the 
glorious period came. The light aroſe and; diſ- 
elled the darkneſs and ignorance, that had ſo 
505 benighted the chriſtian. world... And per- 
haps there is no period, at which ſuch à variety 
of cauſes concurred to enli ghten the human mind 
and to extend the influence of reaſon, by which 
mankind diſcovered a thouſand errors in religion, 
and were taught that no precedent or authorit; 
could ſanctify impiety or ſpiritual tyranny and 
uſurpation. And here, if any where, we may 
diſcover the preſence of Chriſt and the inter= 
policion of providence'in favour of. his church; 
not indeed by any ovet-bearing power incon- 
ſiſtent with the nature of religion and virtue, 
but by preſenting chiiſtianity in ſuch a vie w, and 
' affording 
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affording ſuch means of information, as might 
engage the attention and the love of the ſincere 
and ingenuous. | 

Bur as religion at the Rates roſe 
wut an abyſs of darkneis, of ignorance and 
ſuperſtition, ſo in many places it aroſe with 
FADED BEAUTY, as might well be expected 
after ſo many ages of degeneracy. For emerg- 
ing out of darkneſs, is it to be wondered that 
many of thoſe illuſtrious men, who ſet them- 
ſelves at the head of the Reformation, had con- 
fuſed views of religion and could not at once 
lay aſide all their prejudices, ſo as to diſtinguiſh 
the truths of the Goſpel, pure and/unmixed, 
amidſt all that load of error, wherein it had 
lain ſo long confuſed ? This I mention not in 
their diſpraiſe, as the things they perfarmed 
were aſtoniſhing for the age and circumſtances 
in which they lived, but to abate an undue, a 
blind ſubmiſſion to the authany of their vener- 
able names. 

 UNHaPPILY for the purity of religion, thoſe 
few that could diſcern it and were ſmitten with 


the love of its unaffeted ſimplicity had not 


power and influence to carry on a farther re- 
formation, and thoſe that had, either uſed it as 
an engine of ſtate, or rctained ſuch fondneſs for 
the old ſuperſtition, as made them continue to 
deck chriſtianity with foreign ornament-; which 
in ſome proteſtant Eſtabliſhments has thrown. ſo 
thick a veil over it even to this day, that its ge- 
| nuine features are little diſcernible. 


T woxDER 
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I woNDER not ſo much at the vaſt efforts 
and manly ſtruggles for chriſtian liberty, for 
urity of faith and worſhip, which were made 

- by-chs firſt Reformers, as I do at the little pro- 
greſs that has been made by their ſons in the 
long period, that has ſucceeded that remarkable 
Ix is to be obſerved, that in every nation of 
Europe, which embraced proteſtantiſm, the re- 
ligious 'eſtabliſhments were made at the very 
dawn of the Reformation, when the minds of 
men were very unſettled, when every thing was 
full of tumult and confuſion.—--And yet 
ſcarcely a religious eſtabliſhment! in Europe 
has made one ſucceſsful effort for a farther re- 
formation, if perhaps we are not to except ſome 
part of the Helvetick Church. They ſtandſtill 
in the very ſtep where their fathers left-off, as 
thoroughly ſatisfied, as if theſe venerable Re- 
formers had acted by immediate inſpiration 
from Heaven and by ſuper- natural influence 
of the Holy Spirit o ov They continue to 
receive with a ſanctimonious reverence the jar- 
gon of ſcholaſtick divinity, the fanciful notions 
of a vain philoſophy, or the idle whimſies of 
dreaming Monks, handed down by tradition of 
the church through a long ſucceſſion of dark 
ages, and rendered ſacred by preſeription and 
antiquity, and even by their obſcurity and myſ- 
terious darkneſs. ee en (2 
THE conſequence is as might be expected, 
that they have yet arrived at no greater purity 


of 


4 «— p 7 
* 
oo 


[ * 1 


of doctrine, no greater ſimplicity of worſhip, 
nor any more profitable diſcipline of the church, 
. No,age has produced more eminent and il- 
luſtrious men than the preſent and that of our 
fathers, both abroad and among ourſelves, who 
have aſcertained the rights of conſcience and of 
private judgment, defined the rights of the 
church and chriſtian liberty, the terms of our 
acceptance with God and that ſpiritual worſhip 
that is moſt worthy of him. 90 that we have 
every means of :nfiragion, at what time ſoever 
the nation may be inclined to adopt a more per- 
fect purity of doctrine and ſimplicity of worſhip. 
Bor this, it would ſeem, is not the age of 
Reformation: for notwithſtanding all our vaſt 
improvements in knowledge and in ſcience, not- 
withſtanding the indefatigable pains that have 
been taken in the ſtudy of the ſcriptures and 
critical reſearches into the opinions and practice 
of the earlieſt ages of antiquity, yet even among 
thoſe men, who are remarkable for intellectual 
abilities, we ſtill meet with much bigotry, ſtrong 
prejudices, narrow contracted views, an unac- 
countable party ſpirit, and littleneſs of mind. 
We ſee nothing of that ſpirit of toleration, of 
that generoſity of ſoul, that kindneſs and exalt- 
ed charity, which ought to adorn the man and 
the chriſtian. 8 . 
TRE characteriſtic of our age is a ſordid love 
of money, ſpread through every rank and order 
of men: And among thoſe of a higher rank, 
along with this baſe paſſion, a luſt of domina- 
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tion, of tyranny and oppreſſion. And where 
theſe viees reign and pollute the heart, how na- 
tural is it that infidelity or indifference to religi- 
on ſhould prevail“, and that the rights of the 
chriſtian church, however well underſtood in 
ſpeculation, ſhould yet be neglected and deſpiſed 
and trampled under foot. Our Saviour hath 
told us, that offences will come; but woe to 
that man by whom the offence cometh.” Mat. 
xvili. 7. 9 
Bur however theſe things may be in our 
day; however men may continue at preſent at- 
tached to their ſeveral ſuperſtitions, to their pe- 
culiar modes of faith and ceremonies of worſhip; 
yet we know the Church of Chriſt ſhall not al- 
ways continue in this ſtate of confuſion and de- 
eneracy, but ſhall go on to a ſtill more per- 
ect and entire reformation. . 
V. As Chriſt hath laid the foundations of a 
church to endure throughout all ages; as by 
his preſence he hath hitherto preſerved his 
church, ſo that neither the powers of darkneſs 
nor the various devices of men have prevailed 
againſt it; and as other prophecies concerning 
the ſtate. of his church have been fulfilled, this 
is a pledge and ſecurity, that what he hath pro- 
miſed concerning the: future glorious period of 
his church ſhall alſo be accompliſhed. ' 
Fo as the promiſe of Chriſt extends to the 
end of the world, ſo we are told that his pre- 
ſence and government ſhall at length produce 
their full and perfect effects. We are taught to 
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joo for the univerſal prevalence of truth and 
fighteouſneſs, denoted by the brightneſs of the 
coming of Chriſt, and we aretold that the Man 
of Sin and every remain of antichriſtian tyranny 
and corruption ſhall be deſtroyed by this glorious 


event, that as the darkneſs and morning cloud 


are gradually diſpelled by the approach of the 
Ailing Sun 1 5 the n darkneſs, of 
ſuperſtition and error vaniſh before ſome illuſ- 
trious diſplay of the divine truths of the Goſpel. 
HERE indeed a moſt pleaſing and delightful 
moe opens to our view. And in reachin 
forward in imagination to this future period 0 
chriſtianity, we might indulge our fancy in form- 
ing the moſt pleaſing ſcenes of virtue, of purity, 
of happineſs. We might give fcope to the ut- 
moſt range of thought in delineating a ſtate of 
peace, and joy, and Ee where the diſ- 
tinguiſhing character of our holy religion, the 
hw of kindneſs and of love, ſhall alſo be the 
diſtinguiſhing character of the ſervants of Chriſt. 
Bor whilſt by the aid of prophecy we look 
forward into futurity, and would aim at unfold- 
mg thoſe revolutions of the chriſtian church, 
that are yer deeply hidden in the womb of time, 
when, as it js expreſſed, the Saints ſhall reigna 
thouſand years ;---ſhould we attempt to deli- 
neate the nature of that ſtate with regard to its 
form and government and thoſe peculiarities, 
for which men contend zow with ſo much ani- 
moſity and uncharitablenefs, we might cafily be 
loſt in vain conjecture. Thoſe boaſted forms 
and eſtabliſhments, which have been framed 
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by man's device and ſupported by the powers of 
this world, and which have engaged the paſſi- 
ons of angry men in ſo much wrath and unge- 
nerous contention may, after all, be found to be 
nothing elſe but © hay, wood and ſtubble, that 
&« ſhall not abide the coming of Chriſt, but ſhall 
* vaniſh and diſſolve like the baſeleſs fabrick 
10 of a Viſion.” 
IT is enough for us to know, that there ſhall 
be a glorious (tate of the church, that the king- 
dom of Chriſt ſhall be a kingdom of truth and 
righteouſneſs, that all nations ſhall flow into it, 
when ſpiritual tyranny, and domination ſhall be 
aboliſhed, and that then the earth ſhall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the ſea *,------- When we would pro- 
ceed farther, we are involved in obſcurity 
and uncertainty ; as the antient Prophets who, 
we are told, ** ſearched diligently, what man- 
* ner of time, the ſpirit of Chriſt, which was 
in them, did ſignify, when it teſtified before 
* hand the ſufferings of. Chriſt, and the glory 
ie that ſhould follow . Prophecy is intended 
tobe fully known, only by the accompliſhment ; 
though the notices it ges in the mean while 
tend to eſtabliſh the mind in peace and hope in 
believing, and to keep alive the moſt intimate 
reliance on the providence of God, ** to whom 
all his works are known from the beginning.” 
Tus have 1 7 a ſummary, but com- 
prehenſive view of the government of the chriſ- 


tian church, and of thoſe great and aſtoniſhing 
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changes, that have already happened, and chat 
ſhall happen to its final conſummation. 

FRoM whence we may make theſe general ob- 
ſervations; that the religion of Jeſus did maintain its 
purity againſt the powers of the world, ſecure in the 
evidence of its divine inſtitution, in its own intrinſic 
excellence, and in the protection of Heaven; that 
it could no longer ſupport its purity, when the 
power and wiſdom of the world interfered for its 

reſervation; but that from thenceforth it ſunk 
into the deepeſt degeneracy and corruption. 

So that it would ſeem, the chriſtian inſtitu- 
on is of too pure, too excellent, and too ſublime 
a nature to admit of any foreign mixture. Men 
forget their place and their ſtation, when in- 
"ſtead of ſubjeAs, they would become Gover- 
nors and Lords of the chriſtian church, and 
erect themſelves into judges of the faith of their 
brethren, in direct · oppoſition to the remon- 
ſtrances of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. The king- 
dom of Chriſt is not to be governed by the 
wiſdom of this world, but is to govern and 
rule in the hearts of his faithful ſubjects. Re- 
ligion is a perſonal thing, and we are account- 
able for our perfection and improvement of it 
to God alone, as he only is Lord of Conſcience. 
I 8HALL now go on to make ſome Obſer- 
vations from the whole of this Diſcourle, with 
a view particularly to the occaſion of our pre- 
ſent meeting. | | 

And in the Firſt place, I would obſerve, that 
to preſerve any inſtitution pure and entire, it is 
highly neceſſary to bring it often back to its fir/? 

| E 2 principles. 
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principles. If this be juſt and neceſſary any 
' where, it muſt in a peculiar manner be ſo in 
regard to chriſtianity z an inſtitution not of this 
world ; an inſtitution derived from Heaven, and 
to ſupport and maintain which its divine founder 
hath promiſed to be preſent at all times. 
Now if the preſence of Chriſt is to be hap- 
ed for in ſupport of chriſtianity, muſt not this 
be confined to thoſe alone, who acknowledge 
him as their Lord, and who conform themſelves 
to the laws he hath laid down in Scripture for 
the inſtruction and guidance of his followers, 
and to none other,-----If men once imagine 
that they have a power to alter any religious in- 
ſtitution, either to add to or to diminiſh from 
it, or to explain by authority according to what 
ory may think the exigence of times demands, 
and that their explications ſhall be received upon 
the f oo tof their authority, they muſt quickly loſe 
ſight of the firſt inltitution ; and however pure, 
however perfect it may be, they ſhall deviate 
widely from the truth, and be loſt in ignorance 
and in error. Nor can they ever be reclaim- 
ed to the right path, till they return to the 
original ſtandard of truth and purity, This ap- 
pears a fundamental principle with the Apoſtles; 
Hold faſt the form of ſound words, faith St. 
Paul ro Timothy, which thou haſt heard of 
* me *.” And the Apoſtle Jude exhorts us 
to- contend earneſtly for the faith, which was 
once delivered unto the Saints F. 
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We are warranted from the uniform experi- 
ence of antient and modern times in aſſerting, that 
every corruption hath been introduced into 
chriſtianity by men ſubſtituting ſomething of 
their own in the place, or in aid of the holy 
Setipture ; as if without this, Scripture had been 
inſufficient and imperfect, inſomuch that they 
ſeem afraid of truſting its purity and excellence; 
and that every reformation in the chriſtian church 
hath been effected by calling men back to the 
acknowledgement of the Scriptures, as the ox- 
LY STANDARD OF OUR FAI... 

PERH APs it might be aſſerted too, that the 
providential care of Chriſt for his church has in 
nothing appeared more conſpicuous than in the 
preſervation of thoſe ſacred records. | 

Fok it is only by taking a full and juſt view 
of the noble and godlike ſcheme of chriſtianity, 
as propoſed. in the Goſpel, that we ſhall be able 
to judge of its nature and inſtitution, and ſee 
how much it is every way worthy of Heaven. 
But it we confine ourſelves to particular eſta- 
bliſhments, to Creeds and Confeſſions of Faith, 
choſen to be the diſtinguiſhing marks of parti- 
cular ſects and parties, by which the body of 
Chriſt hath been and continues to be unhappilv 
broken; our views at beſt ſhall be narrow and 
contracted, or rather we ſhall wander in perpe- 
tual obſcurity and darkneſs, Nor is it likely 
that our hearts ſhall ever be enlarged with thoſe 
generous and comprehenſive principles, which 
would lead us to be intereſted in whatever may 
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concern the vaſt family of God, or be warmed 


with that law of univerſal kindneſs, which is 
the honour. and diſtinguiſhing character of our 
divine Religion. 

Bur here is a ſingular appearance, and de- 
ſerving our particular attention, that in all the 
various changes of government, and in all the 
various forms that Religion hath aſſumed, the 
new Teſtament, the Scripture of truth, the Goſ- 
pel of peace, hath never been once eſtabliſhed, 
Vet ih its ſtead the particular deductions and 
fancies of particular men. But why do I ſay 
eſtabliſhed ?-----Since the days that the religion 
of Jeſus has been modelled by the civil power 
even until now, the new Teſtament hath ne- 
ver been more than barely folerated in any eſta- 
bliſhment in the chriſtian world, 

AnD what is ſtill more ſingular, it hath ſo hap- 
pened, that thoſe who haye taken their religion 
only fromthe new Teſtament, who have acknow- 
ledged no other ſtandard of chriſtian faith but the 
holy Seripture, no other head of his church but 
Chriſt, have been pointed at by the hand of 
ſcorn, have been branded with the moſt odious 
names, have been judged guilty of worſe than the 
worſt of crimes, hereſy and ſchiſm, “ and there- 
fore hive been thought worthy of every pu- 
| | e | niſhment 


From the early ages of Chriſtianity there have been 
bitter unceaſing complaints of hereſy and ſchiſm, and of 
the diſturbances occaſioned by them. For the moſt part 
however the perſons accuſed of them have Gy in- 
nocent; the fault hath lain on the ſide of their adverſaries, 
who in violation of the Goſpel have arrogantly attempted 
to 


E 
niſhment that the ſervants of God have endured 
from the factious and bigotted'! 
Bu r let us not think that thoſe factions and 
perſecutions that are and have been in the chriſ- 
tian church, are to be charged to chriſtianity--- 
The religion of Chriſt is an inſtitution full of 
kindneſs, deſigned to eſtabliſh peace on earth 
and good-will, tending to ſoften the paſſions of 
men, and to remove from their breaſts every 
thing fierce, or cruel, or unfriendly. Hatred, 
contention, and uncharitableneſs are no part of 
the chriſtian character: they are not the effects 
of that wiſdom, which is from above, but are 
to be found only in thoſe, who, according to 
the declaration of our Lord, have not known 
the Father, nor him. 
MN may gloſs over ſuch, conduct with what 
colourings they pleaſe ; purity of faith, zeal for 
orthodoxy, peace of the church and of locietys 
or any thing elſe which imagination can ſuggelt ; 
but were we to judge from the characters and 
conduct 


to 1 their own favourite articles of faith and modes 
of worſhip upon others. Had men been ſuffered quietly 
to: enjoy the liberty wherewith Chriſt made tbem free, the 
liberty of judging for themſelves in religious matters, and 
of ſpeaking and acting accordingly, the peace of the 
Church would have been preſerved, the knowledge of 
ſacred truth advanced and numberleſs errors and corrup- 
tions, which ſtill prevail, would have been prevented or 
corrected. A perfect Uniformity in religion is not to be 
accompliſhed ſo long as the capacities, educations, oppor- 
tunities and circumſtances of mankind continue to be ſo 
different, but as far as it is attainable in conſiſtence with 
duty, it is to be promoted by freedom 'of inquiry and un- 
reſtrained communication of ſentiment, 
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condut of men, the real —— would ſeem to 
be ſpiritual pride, vanity, haughtinefs, tyranny 
and "hs ul of en * 4 = 
leaſt of all, ignorance, and a ſecret diffidence 
of the juſtneſs of their opinions, and a deſire to 
eſtabliſh by authority, what they feared to com- 
mit to the reſt of reaſon and argument. 
Ay it has happened, that men having intro- 
daced their own wiſdom inſtead of the wiſdom 
of God, have carried on their ſchemes, thus 
founded on uſurpation, by means. ſuited to it. 
The humble, the modeſt- chriſtian has been per- 
ſecuted by the ignorant and furious bigot, upon 
I know not what idle dreams of hereſy : Hereſy 
generally meaning ſome ſpeculative opinion in 
no ſort detrimental to the practice of religion 
and holineſs, but oppoſite to the reigning and 
faſhionable ſuperſtition, and to the ſyſtems of 
high-prieſts ſupported by ſecular power and ci- 
vil eſtabliſhment. "0 ER 

Tuk various ſchemes of . eccleſiaſtical po- 
lity, ſupported by human authority and found- 
ed upon ſuppoſed expediency of times and cir- 
cumſtances, have too long diſtracted the church 
of Chriſt. The experience of ages might have 
taught us, that thoſe devices of human wiſdom, 
| Inſtead of being a proper centre of union to the 
chriſtian world, have filled it with confuſion, 
have miſerably rent it to pieces, and been the 
occaſion of innumerable calamities. 

W1LL neither reafon then nor experience 
| convince us that the ſcripture ought to be the 
ſole rule of faith, and that the Bible ought to be 
the religion of Proteſtants? _ Yxsz 
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Fes; in our argument with the church f 
Rome, this by Proteſtants is deemed almoſt ſelf- / 
evident: but when it has ſerved our purpoſe, 
we can eaſily lay it aſide; and it muſt afterwards 
ſubmit to our intereſt or our humour. | 
2. As we have ſeen that this general cor- 
ruption of chriſtianity ſhall not always prevail, 
but ſhall at length give place to the empire of 
truth and righteouſneſs; Let us, my Reverend 
Fathers and Brethren, endeavour to do otir part 
to forward this glorious ſtate of the church of 
Chriſt. Good men are ſaid to be fellow-work- 
ers with God and with Chriſt, in promoting his 
Kingdom of righteouſneſs upon earth: this is 
' a_ moſt diſtinguiſhed honour of the ſervants of 
God, and can only. be attained by cultivating 
that temper and character becoming our holy 
War I would mention as moſt eſſential here 

is the union of chriſtians among themſelves in 

mutual affection and eſteem. This is the beſt 
ſupport men can give to the religion of Chriſt ; 
for his church can never be more ſtrengthened, 
can never be placed on a ſurer foundation, can 
never be better promoted in the world, than by 
the prevalence of thoſe generous principles of 
kindneſs, of affection, of humanity, of condeſ- 
cenſion to others, and a facred and inviolable 
regard to the rights of conſcience and of private 
I ¼[ʃ—[ůUü = 
Bur in this Aſſembly, I need not ſtay to aſs 
ſert the principles of private judgment and chriſ- 
tian liberty; for upon theſe ſacred * 
251 | and 
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. ſtand as Pi roteſtant Diſſenters, and F need not 
lay this foundation again. Neither need I men- 
tion that it was upon the principles of private 
jagment and perſona] perfuaſion that chriſtiani- 


ty firſt prevailed in the world ; chat it was from 
an awful ſenſe of the neceſſity of obeying God 
rather than man, that it e over every 
| tion; that it was: upon e principles 
l continued to fippoer iel reh _— 
age, however diſcountenanced and borne down, 
and that it was particularly upon theſe prin- 
ciples, that the reformation from popery was- 
happily eſſecteee. | 
Mos it not chen be in the uncontrouled ex- 
erciſe of theſe principles, chat chriſtianity in its 
native purity and excellence ſhall finally prevail © 
---.-Moft it not be by the het exerciſe of 
the powers of the human mind, in ſearching. 
into the great truths of God contained in holy 
Scripture, in which we juſtly think we have 
eternal life ?-----Muft ĩt not be atfthis. induſtri- 
ous ſearch after truth, in the love of it, prevail 
mg generally among men, that we ean hope for 
the accompliſhment of thoſe illuſtrious pro 
cies concerning che fature glorious period of the 
kingdom of: Chriſt oa earth, when the Lord 
Jeſus ſhall be the glory in the nidftef. it? 

I promoting this great purpoſe of Chriſt's. 
mediatorial kingdom, weilee from the foregoing. 
diſcourſe that the countenance or diſcountenance 
of the world and the pawersof it, ought in no 
| fort to weigh with us : That the aſſiſtance of 
the world, fuck as it euer hath yet been, is -4 
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be ſuaſpected, nay is rather to be avoided and re- 
zected: as it hath been faund no leſs unfriendly 
to chtiſtianity, than the friendſhip of che world 
in morals hath been enmity to God. 

3. HRN OCE we may ec, that ta promote the 
intereſt of Chriſt's kingdom, moderation and hu- 
mility in all the ſubjects of it, but eſpecially in 
the miniſters of the Goſpel, are molt eſſential 

and neceflary qualities hat they do not 
think: of themſelyes more highly than they ought 
to think, but do think foberly, and in meekneſs 
4uftrutt thaſe that oppoje themſelves. Rom. Xi. 
3 2 Tim. li. 25. . : 5 

Lr then the fons of tyranny and of pride 
triumph in a ſuppoſed perfection of their ſacred 
character, that they are more haly than others: 

Let them wich a ſecret complacence, boaſt 
of their antiquity, their uninterrupted ſueceſſion 
from the Apoſtles, and all their high claims, 
their mighty pretenſions to ſuperiority. 

gur let us, my Reverend Fathers and Bre- 
thren, »eſtabliſh our claim to the character of 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, by a careful attention 
to our duty, and a faithful diſcharge of the paſ- 
toral office; that we may deſerve to be honour- 
ed and eſteemed highly in love, for our © works» 
„ ſake, Let us, by rightly dividing the word of 
truth, not as having dominion over the faith 
of the ſervants of another maſter, but as.help- 
ers of their joy, ſtudy to ſhew ourſelves ap- 
„ proved of God, that ſa we may both fave 
„ cgurſelves, and thoſe that hear us. 1208 

As a branch of * and moderation, 
92 F-2 


let 
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jet me recommend to you an inoffenſive and 
peaceable conduct, as members of the body of 
Chriſt. I know nothing that tends more to the 
deſtruction of this beſt and happieſt temper of 
mind, than angry altercations about religion. 

THERE is ſurely no ſubject of inquiry that 
ought to be engaged in with greater compoſure 
of mind and good humour, than our inquiries 
about the divine truths of the Goſpel; and yet 
L know not how it is, no diſputes are apt to be 
attended with greater animoſity and bitterer con- 
tention, and with a more confirmed diſlike and 
contempt of one another, than religious diſpu- 
tations: in which it is well if inſtead of improv- 
ing, the mind come off but moderately hurt. 

IT is therefore a matter of duty as well as, 
wiſdom to guard againſt ſuch diſputations, to, 
avoid fooliſh and unprofitable queſtions, that 
gender ſtrife, hatred, variance, and that do more 
hurt by: breaking the harmony and peace of the 
mind, than the principles, which men contend 
about, are ever likely to do good; which almoſt 
ever have been matters of doubtful diſputation, 
words to no profit; curious perhaps and diffi- 
cult, in which however the eſſence of chuiſtia· 
nity is in no wiſe concerned. 7 

Men are generally agreed in Effenicialss * 9504 
men are always ſo. What men commonly diſ- 
pute about, is not religion, but ſomething un- 
der the name of religion, ſome partial view of 
it, ſome form of godlineſi without the power of 
it, which a ſpirit of party, ill- guided zeal, pride, 
or other infirmities incident to our humanity, 

N hs | make 
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make us purſue with too much keenneſs and 
| rofitable heat, 1 5 | 
HERE have been many, whoſe characters 
in every other view were worthy and reſpedta- 
ble, that have been exceedingly addicted to this 
idle vanity, and carried away by this unhappy 
and diſagreeable humour,. by which the peace 
of ſociety has been much broken, and the in- 
| tereſt of religion has greatly ſuffered, Ought 
| ſuch conduct to excite our contempt and indig- 
nation? Or ſhould it be looked upon rather 
with an eye of affectionate concern and pity? 
Be this as it may; good men ought carhfully | 
to avoid every thing that may bear the character 
of perverſe diſputings, and oppoſition of Science 
falſely ſo called, and flrifes of words, whereof 
cometh envy, railings, and bitter ſurmiſes." 
1 Tim. vi. 4, 20. — 
Ay the temper oppoſite to this is no leſs to 
be avoided, which is a fort of indifference, ſu- 
pineneſs, or ſtupid inſenſibility about the inter- 
eſts of religion. For peace, though a moſt 
deſireable bleſſing, may yet be bought too dear, 
and we are not left free to purchaſe it upon any 
terms, upon ſuch terms, as ny be inconſiſtent 
with duty, with the dictates of conſcience, and 
of honour.---When virtue and integrity, when 
a regard for truth and the glory of God, when 
conſtancy and reſolution in our chriſtian pro- 
feſſion become the queſtion in diſpute and no- 
thing leſs than our relinquiſhing theſe will be 
accepted as an accommodation, in ſuch caſes, 
peace becomes impoſlible : for we are ever to 
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prefer che teſtimony of a good conſcience to 
mw other deemed, and to “ ſtand faſt 
<< in the liberty where wick Chriſt hath made us 
e free,” and maintain our allegiance to the 
Lord Jeſus, ſacred and inviolable. 

Lr the ſervants of Ged and of Chriſt how- 
ever few or however diſeountenanced by the 
world and the powers of it, be zealous in main- 
taining and propagating the great truths of the 
Goſpel- This is a cauſe they ſhould ſupport 
vith invincible fortitude and refalution. And 


while they ſupport it on the foundation of the 


7 minds, that we ſhall 


Apoſtles and Prophets, while they contend in 
the generous ſtruggle for the righes of the chriſ- 
tian church, the rights of conſcience and chriſ- 
tian liberty, they are ſure that however for a 
time this cauſe may be borne down, yet in the 
end it ſhall prevail, and that in this conteſt they 
that are with us, are more than they that are 
againſt us.---The Lord hath promiſed his pre- 
ſence to thoſe that ſtrive /awfwlly, and hath in- 
{ured a glorious reward to thoſe that turn many 
10 _righteouſneſts 125 
Bur let it be remembered that it is onl 
by cultivating a generoſity and largeneſs of Soul, 
hat we ſhallhe able to rife ſuperior to that con- 
fined ſpirit of party, which is to be found in 
almoſt every denomination of chriſtians and 
which is the bane of religion, It is only b 
keeping the mind free from prejudice, by cul- 
-tivating candour, Fe and openneſs of 
be able to diſcern the no- 
ble and ſublime truths of chriſtianity, and have 
EY Is 8 
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ven. 

LET un nor think of theſe things ;. 
Jet us conſider, that many 4rd ings gs but 
be conſpicuous in oge 
the 1 world, 
and variety fill the imagination with a ſort of 
aſtoniſhment and wonder-—How much 
more ſhould we expect, that the interpolition 
of providence thould be 'exetred relative to the 
moſt. exalted part of man, that nobleſt part of 


Kell og the affairs of 


dur nature, by which we are faperior to, and 


diſtinguiſhed from the other inhabitants of this. 
world, and by Irhichr alone we are faid to be 


more elpecnlly whed we conſider; 
Tur this care of che divine Being is not 
confined to ac family, or to one nation 
to One age, OT 'of the world „ but 
extends to every age, and to every nation----- 
to all that vaſt family of God, of which Chriſt 
is che head; and chroaghour the endloſs' dura- 
tion of an eternal age. 

Hr, now, is am object wort! of the 4. 
vine inter poſiton- Kere is an object wort 


any thing, in our world, be worthy of the in- 
terpoſition of Heaven, it muſt be to raiſe tile 
human race, by means of religion, to the great», 


eſt dignity and happigeſs it can enjoy, both here 


and hereafter. ----- That divine temper which 
religion inſpires, and which conſtitutes our pre- 


ſent. dignity. and bappinels, | is the means, * 


nce of "a 
that che bet order. 


e the image of our maker. And the 


of che greatneſs and majeſty of God. WL 
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of advancing to a 3 of enjoying the bleſs 


ſedneſs of the heavenly ſtate, by being carried 
forward and perfected in the ſociety of the ble(- 
ſed Angels above; in a peculiar communion 

and fellowſhip with the Lord Jeſus; and in ſome 
certain intimate enjoyment of God himſelf. A, 

ſtate of happineſs and perfection, fo great, that 

| the ſcripture labours, as it were, to raiſe our 
© thoughts to ſome grand conceptions of it; when 
It ſpeaketh of our being filled with all the fulneſs 


. of God. | | 1 a x — - 
S SEEING then, that ſuch glorious and exalted 
1 ſcenes of divine providence are to be revealed, 
in which we are ſo immediately and deeply in- 


tereſted, Let the ſervants of Chriſt, with hearts 


filled with gratitude to God and their Redeemer, 


cultivate that elevation of mind, that godlike diſ- 
poſition of ſoul, which would lead them tounite 
the chriſtian world in that charity, which is the 
bond of perfectneſs, and which is the principal 
foundation of the peace and happineſs of the 
_ univerſal family of Chriſt, ' that when his glory 
Ja, they may be glad alſo with ex- 
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